Student Motivation 

At the High School level
[image: image1.png]



December 2nd, 2008

Victoria Schirado

Yumiko Tada
Hokkaido Noboribetsu Akebi Secondary School

Contents
I. What causes a lack of motivation?

· Predictability

· Lack of teacher motivation

· Lessons that lack direction

· Lesson difficulty

· Lessons lacking real world relevance
II. Making the textbook motivating.

· Activities that energize the students using the textbook.

Instead of just reading and repeating, try one of these activities:

1 “Kaiten” pair practice

2 Ping-pong reading/race

3 Shadow reading

4 Dialogs from memory

· Help students create real world examples from textbook material.
III. Using original activities and the importance of examples.
· Aim activities at the academic level of the students.
· If the students are bored or confused, they won’t enjoy an activity.

· Balance activity preparation time and active time.
· Make step-by-step examples
· Examples to reinforce explanations.
· Examples minimize the need for Japanese explanation.
IV. Q & A
Let’s try!
Use the following textbook dialog to practice various reading techniques.
Sports from Expressways Standard Edition I
Aki asks Tom what kind of sports he likes.

Aki:
I like softball very much. What kind of sports do you like, Tom?

Tom:
You mean the sports I like playing myself or just watching?

Aki: 
I mean both.

Tom: 
Well, I like watching baseball, and I love skiing. I used to ski a lot back home in the States.

Now create a real world example from the same dialog.
​​​__ name_​_:
I like _sport name_ very much. What kind of sports do you like, __ name_​_?

__ name_​_:
You mean the sports I like playing myself or just watching?

__ name_​_: 
I mean both.

__ name_​_: 
Well, I like _play/watch_ _sport name_, and I love _sport name_. I used to ________ a lot back home.

· Make sure to do an example for your students before making them create a dialog.

· “Kaiten” pair practice works very well for practicing a real world example as well.

· If your students are advanced enough, you can have them write their own dialog from scratch.
Permission Bingo

	Walk your dog
	Drink hot chocolate
	Ride the train
	Have some ice cream
	Run to Sapporo

	Use the scissors
	Brush my teeth
	Lock the door
	Climb a mountain
	Open a window

	Sing karaoke
	Go home
	FREE
	Meet your brother
	Use the bathroom

	Watch TV
	Write on the chalkboard
	Eat fish
	Use your cell phone
	Use the hammer

	Play baseball
	Eat your lunch
	Borrow a pen
	Go bowling
	Drive a bus


May/Can I…?
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